FARMER GILES OF HAM BOOK REVIEW
Farmer Giles of Ham is one of Tolkien’s most loved short fairy tale that was originally told to his children in 1920s and later published in 1949. Tolken used a lot of wit and jokey philological explanations that Giles, who is the main character has his unique adventures commemorated in Thames valley place using names like Worming hall and Thames. Tolkien’s other works include but not limited to SMITH OF WOOTTON, a short fiction story with tales of baking a great cake to mark the feast of good children and phenomenal events. Another fiction tale by Tolkien is LEAF BY NIGGLE that talks of adventures of a carpenter trying to capture a tree on canvas
Farmer Giles of Ham is about a human character named Bluff Famer Giles who is said to have lived in a region of fable England that was dominated by deadly dragons and giants. Giles builds quiet a good reputation by using his old firearm otherwise referred to as blunderbuss; firing it straight at a wandering giant which after feeling the sting from the shot decides to pullback to avoid such discomfort from the blunderbuss shot. After that very incidence of bravery witnessed, word pass around and Giles unexpectedly becomes famous across the realm land as reputable hero. Even the king is amazed by Giles’ act of bravery. The king requests Giles to defend the land from marauding dragon Chrysophylax.  Giles is reluctant to accept the request from the king to offer protection to the people. He too feared a combat with a deadly dragon. I mean everyone would fear fighting a dragon, no exceptions. The king wards Giles with a special kind of caliber sword which is lethal to the dragons and giants. But the king later learns that what he awarded Giles as mere ceremonial weapon for his braveness is not just an ordinary sword. It was a legendary anti-dragon Tail biter with powerful enchantment, that can’t be sheathed in close proximity to a fierce dragon. 
When a dragon attacks the village and there is no one to stop him, Giles who is old, weak and weary to combat a robust dragon, is still called upon to help. At first, he is skeptical to accept the challenge but yet again if he does not offer his help then his fellow villagers would be devastated by the dragon. And pressure from the villagers to offer help is overwhelming. Many people would lose their lives and suffer great losses to the dragon attack. He realizes that has to do something to save the situation.  But this time round he decides to change the tactics of ensuring victory is gained for his people. 
 Giles takes a more careful approach. Instead of the normal hack and slash routine of battling a dragon, he makes a deal with it. However, he forces the dragon to complete the deal failure to which he would unleash the fatal weapon and bisect the dragon, rendering it motionless or worse still, cause it an ultimate death. The dragon has respect for Giles and the fear of his deadly sword makes his stomach to ramble. The villagers get a shock of their life when the dragon agrees to his deal. Perhaps, the dragon too and just like Giles understood that was time to do things differently. But the most mind blowing event is when Gilles and the dragon decide to bury their hatchets and unexpectedly becomes best of friends. When the difference are resolved and everything has calmed back to normal, the king now lusts for Giles’ legendary sword and wants to recover it for his crown. But it would be a daring mission to try to recover the sword from Giles who had earned it through his braveness. However, things are different now and Giles has become a friend to the dragon and who would dare challenge such a combined force? It would be like walking into your deathtrap.
This story is written for young audience and the most dominant characters are Farmer Giles, Chrysophylax Dives, Garn, and Agatha of Ham. It is a wonderful story that brings out themes like bravery, heroism and humility. Giles is able to pull out all these from his actions. He was brave enough to launch a fight with Chrysophylax, using his old firearm to appoint that the dragon was forced to retreat due to the stings he received from Giles blunderbuss. He did that without fearing that his old gun may fail to fire. He did what had to be done to defend his land and that called for using any means necessary. His courage delivered good results. The theme of heroism is seen when the villagers call upon him to offer his protection from an attacking dragon. The king also awards him with an ancient Tailbar as a recognition that his services were worth rewarding. 
 When the king request Giles to use the awarded to protect the people and land, it was a true reflection of what a hero should be. A hero is someone who offers comfort in times of anarchy, chaos or battle and Giles stood up well to that test. Another theme is that of humility as seen in the story. Despite all what Giles achieved, he remained humble. He never wanted to show off how his deadly sword was. He would only use it when necessary. Making a deal with a dragon while he knew he could fight and win the battle is approve that Giles’ humility surpasses human understandings
Farmer Giles of Ham is one kind of a story that catches your attention from the beginning to the end. It is a story you can read and reread without getting bored. Although it is meant for younger audience, it still stands out for adult reading because of the wit that Tolkien used to write the masterpiece. One strength of the tale is the use of humor like when Giles pulls the gun’s trigger accidentally in fear but lucky enough hits the giant. There is a lot to learn from the story great story from bravery to heroism and humility. However, one weakness is that we don’t see many battles happening in the story as we would expect from such a great tale on bravery and heroism. In addition, the author should have gotten a better name for the hero. The name Giles does not really catch the attention of a hero.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lessons we learn from the story can apply in our daily lives. We all agreed that, just like the people of Realm needed people like Giles and the king, we too in current world need heroes in our lives whom we can turn to times of devastation. These could be our parents, colleagues, elderly people or leaders who in one way or another prove helpful in times of crisis. Such people happen to be a blessing and help bring more meaning to our lives













